AQA English Literature
How to Revise for Paper 2:
Modern Texts and Poetry
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Paper 2 is 2 hours and 15 minutes long and is marked out of 96. There are 4 SPaG marks available for Section A only. 
Section A is on Modern Drama: either An Inspector Calls or DNA.
For each play there will be two questions and you only need to answer one. Find the play that you have studied, read both questions and choose which one you have the most ideas for. 
SPAG is marked for your Modern Drama answer – so spend 5 minutes checking and correcting any mistakes you might have made when writing against the clock!
Section B is on the poetry anthology. You have studied the Power and Conflict selection of poems so find this section. 
· There will be one question which you have to answer. 
· One poem from the anthology will be named and there will be a printed copy of this poem. 
· You then need to choose a second poem to compare it with. 
· There will be a list of the titles of the poems that you have studied, but the actual poems won’t be printed in full. 
Section C is on unseen poetry. 
· There will be two questions which you have to answer.
· The first is worth 24 marks, and the second is worth 8 marks so divide your time sensibly. 
· The first question will give you a poem and a question to answer. 
· The second question will give you a second poem and ask you to compare it with the first unseen poem. 
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a) Ensure you know the play well, including plot, themes and characters. To do this you could: 
· use www.sparknotes.com;
· use BBC Bitesize;
· refer to your revision guides (you can buy these from the library);
· look back through your exercise books from lessons;
· use the revision guides on the Westlands English website. 

b) [image: ]The question will ask you to focus on either a theme or on a character from the text. Create revision notes (cue cards, mind maps, profiles) of as many themes and characters as you can. Use the questions on the mind maps below as a starting point. 
[image: ]

	An Inspector Calls Themes
	DNA Themes

	Responsibility 
	Gangs

	Gender
	Leadership 

	Social class 
	Responsibility 

	Blame
	Bullying 

	Morality 
	Peer pressure 

	Public vs private spheres
	Morality 

	Wealth 
	Guilt

	Age / generational differences 
	Group mentality / behaviour 

	An Inspector Calls Characters
	DNA Characters

	The Inspector
	Phil

	Eva Smith / Daisy Renton
	John Tate

	Mr Birling
	Mark and Jan

	Mrs Birling
	Leah

	Eric Birling
	Danny

	Sheila Birling
	Lou

	Gerald Croft
	Cathy

	
	Brian

	
	Adam 

	
	Richard 






c) Practice planning and then answering questions on your set texts. There are example questions for each text at the end of this booklet. You should aim to plan in 5 – 10 minutes and then spend 45 minutes writing your answer.

d) Create some key quotation cue cards. On one side, write a quotation that links to a range of themes or characters. On the other side, write down as many ideas about the quotation as you can. Don’t forget to consider any language or structural devices, as well as what it shows about themes and characters. Then either test yourself or ask someone else to read out the quotation and see how much you can remember. 

e) Practice speed planning: pick a theme or character and complete a grid like the one below. It should take you no longer than 10 minutes to fill in. Repeating the same questions more than once is not a waste of time: it will help to clarify and cement your ideas in your mind. 
	English Literature Speed Planning: complete this in 10 minutes.

	
Select either a theme or a character from your text. This is the focus of your plan.


	Bigger picture: how are they presented and if they change, how do they change? 
	

	Point and quote 1
	


	Point and quote 2
	


	Point and quote 3
	


	Point and quote 4
	


	Conclusion: three key words to summarise.
	


[image: Image result for question mark]How do I revise the poems from the anthology? 

a) Read through the poems as many times as you can. Some of them will also have videos or readings online to watch. 

b) Select key quotations from the poems and write them on cue cards. Write down all of your ideas about the quotation (themes, ideas, language, structure) and practise talking about the quotations until you can remember all of the information. 

c) Create visual representations of the key events or ideas in the poems. Draw images that remind you of the title and what happens or what it is about. 

d) Practice speed planning: pick a theme and phrase a question by filling in the gaps. It should take you no longer than 10 minutes to fill in the entire table. 
	Compare how the poets present ideas about … in … and one other poem from the Power and Conflict cluster.

	Introduction 
	Summarise how each poem links to the theme in the question. 

	
	Poem 1
	Poem 2
	Similar or different? Why? 

	Paragraph 1: language
	
	
	

	Paragraph 2: language
	
	
	

	Paragraph 3: structure or form
	
	
	

	Conclusion 
	What are the two poets saying about the theme? What is their overall effect?



e) Look for as many links between the poems as you can. Try creating a mind map like the one below. Start with a theme, add all of the poems that link with that theme, select quotations from those poems and then add links between as many pairs of poems as you can. The links can be differences as well as similarities. 
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a)  Familiarise yourself with reading poems that you don’t know and trying to work out the main points and ideas. Always consider the speaker and the poet’s point of view or attitude: what do they think and how do you know this?

b) For these questions, you will need to write about the language and structure of the poems. Make sure you know the sorts of things you are looking for:

	Language
	Structure

	Individual words (adjectives, adverbs, verbs) or phrases
	Titles 

	Connotations of the words used 
	Points where ideas / tone changes

	Language devices (similes, metaphors, alliteration etc.)
	Enjambment 

	Capitalised words
	Short or long lines 

	Punctuation for effect (e.g. question marks, ellipsis, exclamation marks)
	Short or long sentences 

	Types of words (subject specific, easy to read, tricky vocabulary) 
	Short or long stanzas

	Do the words match the ideas and content of the poem, or are they unexpected? 
	Beginnings and endings(first and last lines) 

	
	Narrative perspective (1st or 3rd person) 

	
	Rhyme scheme or lack of rhyme






c) Complete practice questions – there are some included in this pack. Allow yourself 10 minutes to read through the poem and gather your ideas (use the ladder from suggestion d) to help you) and then write up your response, timing yourself and allowing 30-35 minutes to write.
[image: ]
d) Use this analysis ladder to help you when approaching      an unseen poem. Work through the steps in order. Try using this with a range of different poems, including to revise the anthology poems. 
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Practice Exam Questions: An Inspector Calls 

01. How does Priestley present Inspector Goole in An Inspector Calls?

Write about:

· how the Inspector treats and deals with the other characters
· how Priestley presents the Inspector.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]


02. How does Priestley explore the role of women in An Inspector Calls?

Write about:

· the ideas about women presented in An Inspector Calls
· how Priestley presents these ideas by the ways he writes.
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]

[image: Image result for dna dennis kelly]Practice Exam Questions: An Inspector Calls 
01. How does Kelly present Brian as a victim in DNA?

Write about:

· how Kelly presents Brian overall and as a victim
· how Kelly presents and comments on victims overall. 
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]

02. How does Kelly present ideas about morality in the DNA?

Write about:

· how Kelly the idea of morality through different characters
· how the actions of the characters link to their ideas about morality. 
[30 marks]
AO4 [4 marks]

[image: Image result for aqa poetry anthology]
Practice Exam Questions: Power and Conflict poems
01. Compare the ways poets present ideas about pride in ‘Ozymandias’ and in one other poem from ‘Power and Conflict’. 
[30 marks]
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02. Compare the ways poets present ideas about anger in ‘London’ and in one other poem from ‘Power and Conflict’.
[30 marks]
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Practice Exam Questions: Unseen Poetry
0.1 In ‘Futility’, how does the poet present the speaker’s feelings about war and the loss of life it involves? 
[24 marks]
Futility 

Move him into the sun— 
Gently its touch awoke him once, 
At home, whispering of fields half-sown. 
Always it woke him, even in France, 
Until this morning and this snow. 
If anything might rouse him now 
The kind old sun will know. 

Think how it wakes the seeds— 
Woke once the clays of a cold star.
Are limbs, so dear-achieved, are sides 
Full-nerved, still warm, too hard to stir? 
Was it for this the clay grew tall? 
—O what made fatuous sunbeams toil 
To break earth's sleep at all?Wilfred Owen


0.2 Both ‘Futility’ and ‘Who’s for the Game?’ are about war and soldiers fighting. What are the similarities and differences in the way they present their feelings towards war? 
								[8 marks]
Who’s for the Game? 










Jessie Pope


0.1 In ‘Island Man’, how does the poet present the speakers feelings about places? 
[24 marks]
[bookmark: #island]
Island Man
Morning
and island man wakes up
to the sound of blue surf
in his head
the steady breaking and wombing
wild seabirds
and fishermen pushing out to sea
the sun surfacing defiantly
from the east
of his small emerald island
he always comes back groggily groggily
Comes back to sands
of a grey metallic soar
to surge of wheels
to dull North Circular roar
muffling muffling
his crumpled pillow waves
island man heaves himself
Another London day
Grace Nichols

[bookmark: _GoBack]0.2 Both ‘Island Man’ and ‘The Vision’ describe places. What are the similarities and differences in the way they present their ideas about these places? 								[8 marks]


The Vision
The future was a beautiful place, once.
Remember the full-blown balsa-wood town
on public display in the Civic Hall.
The ring-bound sketches, artists’ impressions,
blueprints of smoked glass and tubular steel,
board-game suburbs, modes of transportation
like fairground rides or executive toys.
Cities like dreams, cantilevered by light.
And people like us at the bottle-bank
next to the cycle-path, or dog-walking
over tended strips of fuzzy-felt grass,
or motoring home in electric cars,
model drivers. Or after the late show –
strolling the boulevard. They were the plans,
all underwritten in the neat left-hand
of architects – a true, legible script.
I pulled that future out of the north wind
at the landfill site, stamped with today’s date,
riding the air with other such futures,
all unlived in and now fully extinct.Simon Armitage
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Ozymandias

I met a traveller from an antique land
Who said: Two vast and trunkless legs of sone
Stand in the desert. Near them on the sand,

Half sunk, a shatter visage lies, whose frown
And wrinkled lip and sneer of cold command
Tellthat its sculptor well those passions read
Which yet survive, stamp'd on these lifless things,
‘The hand that mockd them and the heart that fed:
And on the pedestal these words appear:

"My name is Ozymandias, king of kings

Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despairl’
Nothing beside remains. Round the decay

Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare,

The lone and level sands stretch far away

PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY
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London

Iwander through each chartered street,
Near where the chartered Thames does flow,
And mark in every face | meet

Marks of weakness, marks of woe

In every cry of every man,

In every infant's cry of fear,

In every voice, in every ban

The mind-forged manacles | hear:

How the chimney-sweeper's cry

Every black'ning church appalls,

And the hapless soldier’s sigh

Runs in blood down palace walls

But most through midnight streets | hear
How the youthful harlot's curse

Blasts the new-born infant's tear,

And blights with plagues the marriage hearse.

WILLIAM BLAKE
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Who's for the game, the biggest that's played,
The red crashing game of a fight?

Who'll grip and tackle the job unafraid?

And who thinks he'd rather sit tight?

Who'll toe the line for the signal to ‘Gol'?

Who'll give his country a hand?

Who wants a tumn to himself in the show?

And who wants a seat in the stand?

Who knows it won't be a picnic - not much-

Yet eagerly shoulders a gun?

Who would much rather come back with a crutch
Than lie low and be out of the fun?

Come along, lads —

But you'll come on all right

For there’s only one course to pursue,

Your country is up to her neck in a fight,

And she's looking and calling for you.
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