
 

 GCSE  
ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
(8700)  
Paper 1 Explorations in Creative Writing and Reading  
 

 

 Time allowed: 1 hour 45 minutes  
 
Materials  
For this paper you must have:  

Source A  
 

Instructions  
all questions.  

-point pen.  

 

 

 

rk you do not want to be marked.  

 

not use a dictionary.  
 

Information  
 

 

Section A and 40 marks for Section B.  

 

reading in Section A.  

writing in Section B.  
 

Advice  

questions you have to answer.  
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Source A – This passage is from the opening of a novel ‘The Falls’. Here, we are introduced to the gatekeeper 

who works in a tourist booth at the Niagara Falls. He sees a young man running towards the bridge and decides 

to investigate. 
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Section A: Reading 
 

Answer all questions in this section. 
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section. 

 

 
1. Read lines 1 – 6. Write down 4 things you learn about the gatekeeper. 

           4 marks. 
 
 
2. Re-read the lines below 
 

 
 
How does the writer use language here to describe the Niagara Falls?  
 
You could include the writer’s choice of:  

 

 

 

       
           8 marks 
 
 
3. You now need to think about the whole of the source. 
 
This text is from the opening of a novel. 
 
How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader? 
 
You could write about: 

 
 and why the writer changes this focus as the source develops 

 
           8 marks 



4.    Focus this part of your answer on the whole of the source. 

 
A student, having read this extract said: “The writer makes the reader for sympathy for the 
gatekeeper.  He is frantically trying to stop the man but is completely helpless to.’  
 
To what extent do you agree? 
In your response, you could: 

ers  
 

 
[20 marks] 

 
 

Section B: Writing 
You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this section. 

Write in full sentences. 
You are reminded of the need to plan your answer. 

You should leave enough time to check your work at the end. 

5. 
 
You have been asked to produce a piece of writing for a collection of descriptive writing 
your school is creating. 
 
Either: write a description based on this picture: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Or write a short story based upon a day spent out in the countryside.  
 
                                                                               (24 marks for content and organisation  
                                                                                16 marks for technical accuracy)  
                                                                                                                              40 marks 
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